
iruvinrlrA FRowI cAmrn
(Transylvania,  Romania)

This version of the Transylvanian turning dance invirt it i  comes from vil lages in the northern part of
Clus county in an area inhabi ted by Romanian, Hungar ian, Gypsy, and German-speaking people.
This particular dance is danced by the Romanians of that region. The source for this dance is Zolt6n
Farkas and l ld iko Toth.

FORMATION: Couples,W to M's L in a c losed 45" s ide-by-side posi t ion.  Man's R hand hold
woman's L down in f ront .  Man's L hand on woman's R upper arm. Woman's
R hand on man's lower back.
NOTE. This posi t ion is adjustable according to mood and size.

METER:  9 /8  coun ted  1 ,  2 ,  3 PATTERN

Meas Count

REST STEP
1 1 Moving CW around and trying to face a center point between the couple, step on L to

L
steo on R behind L
step on L to L.

Step on R across in front of L
step on L to L
c lose R f t  to  L f t  (no wt)  (c t  3)  NOTE: In  doing th is  s ty le ,  the upper  body wi l l  change
di rect ions,  somet imes back ing up,  o ther  t imes moving fwd.  There should be a def in i te
tens ion and swing in  th is  s tep.

3-4 al l  Repeat meas 1-2 with opp ftwk and direction

COUPLE TURN
M  t u r n s t w d  W a n d  p l a c e s  R  h a n d o n  h e r L s h l d r .  W L h a n d  r e s t s o n  M  u p p e r a r m .  M  L h a n d  h o l d s
W R upper  arm.  W R hand hold f i rmly  on to  M L back under  h is  arm.  The posi t ion is  a  c losed face-
to-face posit ion offset sl ightly to L. They turn CW together.

Step fwd on L, forward on R, fonrvard on L

Step fwd on R, L, R

Repea t  meas  1 .

Step fwd on R
step fwd on L (W bkwd)
M stamp R ft fwd, W close R ft to L ft  with wt (ct 3).During this step, M releases W R
hand (g ives s l ight  f l ing)  so that  she opens to  end on h is  R s ide,  s t i l l  jo ined in  s ide-by-
s ide pos (W backs in to pos) .  NOTE: Dur ing th is  turn,  M hold p ivot  po int  wi th  R whi le
W travels more.

5 - 8  a l l  R e p e a t m e a s ' 1 - 4 w i t h o p p f t w k a n d d i r e c t i o n .  M p u l l s ( l e a d s )  W t o h i s L s i d e a s t h e y
turn CCW.
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invir t i td from Cdlata cont inued

Meas Count
WOMAN'S TURN

1-4 al l  Repeat Rest Step, meas 1-4.

5 1 M: Lead W from his L to his R by stepping on L to L. W: Step fwd on L to cross in front
o f M

2 M: step on R beside L. W: step fwd on R to continue across and turn CW
3 M: step on L slightly to L. W: step on L to complete 360" turn ending on M R side (ct

3).  Dur ing th is lead across,  man's R hand and arm remain low and pul l  woman across,
and then begins to come up and fwd on ct 3.

6 1 M: Step on R in place (R hand leads woman's L hand back at  shldr level  and down).
W: Step on R in place

2 M: step on L in place (R hand reaches spot fwd at shldr height. W: close L ft to R ft
(no wt)

3 M: step on R in front (no wt) (R hand moves straight across to back at shldr height).
W: step on L to L in f ront  of  M. NOTE. Woman's L hand is held by man's R which leads
i t  f rom a low pos up around and in back as descr ibed in M's step.

7 1 M: Step on R to R and in i t iate Ws CCW turn under his own R hand. W: Turning CCW
under own L hand (M's R),  step on R across and in f ront  of  L

2 M: step on L to R, cont inuing to turn W. W: cont inuing 360" CCW turn,  step on L in
Dtace

3 M: turning to face slightly L, step on R to R and push R hand fwd to stop Ws turn. W:
ending turn on M's L,  step on R to R ending to face M.

8  1  M  a n d W :  S t e p o n  L i n  p l a c e ,  a n d  M  R  h a n d  c r a n k b a c k o v e r o w n  R s h l d r ,  W L h a n d
fol lows, M resumes closed hold,  M L hand on W R upper arm, W R hand on M L side

2 step on R beside L,  M R hand pushes fwd
3 close L to R (no wt) ,  M R hand remains fwd near W L shldr (ct  3) .  NOTE: th is last

meas moves sl ight ly to R in a CCWfashion as a couple.  From this posi t ion,  the couple
can return to the Rest Step or immediately repeat meas 4-8 of Woman's Turn.

EXTENDED LASSO W'S TURN
1-2 al l  Repeat meas 5-6 of  Woman's Turn.

3 1 M: Init iate Ws turn as in meas 7 of Woman's Turn, but M ftwk changes: step on R to
R W: Turning CCW under own L hand (M's R),  step on R across and in f ront  of  L

2 M. step on L beside R, R arm remains up over head and L hand reaches to assist  W
by guiding her lower L back with extended M L hand. W: cont inuing 360" CCW turn,
step on L in place

3 M: step fwd on R under own R hand. W: ending turn on M's L,  step on R to R ending
to face M.

4 1 M: Cont inuing to lead W in lasso- l ike fashion around back, c lose L to R (no wt)  W:
Close L to R

2 M: step on L diag back to L (ct 2); W: take a long step on L across in back of M, step
fwd on R ball of ft beside L (ct &);

3 M: close R to L (W is now on M R side) (ct 3). W: step fwd on L to end on R side of
M. NOTE: M is leading and assist ing W in making a fu l l  c i rc le around M under their
jo ined hands (M R, W L) He must help at  the cr i t ical  points wi th his L hand at  her
back, but also a strong R arm/hand-lead to pull her across his back.
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Invir t i td from Cdlata cont inued

Meas Count

5-6 al l  M & W. repeat measures 3_4.
7-8 all M & W: repeat measure 7_g of Woman,s Turn

Note floor pattern for man's footwork:

3.4

,"h"
E.g ,_. . . ' '  |  (4,5,6 = 1,2,3 of  measure 4)

,r.,.. , Ili- _ _---=-._--1-.2

MAN'S SLAPPING CLOSE
1-4 al l  Repeat Rest Step, measure 1-4.

5-6 al l  Repeat Rest Step, measure 1_2.

7 1 Release or hold onto W with loose L hand, turning to face w, jump with both feetshoulder_width apart, knees bent
& slap R hand against  R boot_top
2 close feet sharply together
3 hop on L,  ra is ing R upper th igh and srapping i t  wi th R hand.

8 '1 Step fon'vard on R with accent and knee slightly bent, start to kick L foot fonrvard andlow
& L foot continues fwd ano uo
2 land on L in place and slap R hand to R upper inside boot out in f ront
3 step back on R.

NOTE. Dur ing man's s lapping step, woman cont inues Rest Step or stands and watches.

This descr ipt ion is only the basic of  th is mult i - f igured, beaut i fu l  dance. Al l  of  the basic elements areincluded, however, from which many variations arise. Much of Transylvanian couple dances can beseen as logical building from four to five central parts:

1.  Rest step
2.Couple turn
3.Woman's turn
4.Extended woman's turn
5.Man's solo f igures/s lap

Transitions connect the figures. Dancers always return to the rest step to regather and create.

Presented by steve Kotansky at the Laguna Folkdancers Festivat 19gS
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