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PER SPELMANN (PEHR TIIE FIDDLER)
tNorwarl

Per spelmann (Pehr spale-mahn), Pe! {Pete!) Fiddrer, is a sons-
danc€ tlom Norvay. It i3 nov Seneral ih.oughout Norvay, Befo.€ the
advent or coupre dances and quadr res, Iolk in the Northern coutlies
danced in rirs fo.mation while einging h€roic ballads--a PoPutar Middle
As€5 practice throughout EuroF, The art of the bar
cohpl€t€ly in Norvay at om tibe, bur wa6 blought ba.k in this .enlury

by Hulda GalborB, rno devoied her life to the sludy ol the Nolse ballad-
dance he.itage as srill lound i! livin8 t'dditiod on the Faeroes, thoee
Nolse-populaied isrands beMeen Leland and th€ Shetlands }]ere iE a
iypical contemporaly Norvegian i'solgdansii (sory-dan e), cr€ated within

lbe past 40 years, but bared or the ancient baUad sleps, and sung
!o a tladitional Norv€gian tolksong. Iftdudental accohpanim€nt is n€ve.
usedvith thes€ danc.E, and the singing, gene.ally in uni3on, is don€ witlr

Deecribed in riNolske Folkedansar, ' O610, 1956

None, dance i .  sun3 'Lve, "

For a.y numbe. ol perso!6, singr€ citcl€ fa.ing .h.
Hands joined wit! 'rlight hold'r thD6, M holds a.ms straicht
oui, e1bow6 ben! and hards open, itlo which w Place rheir
hands so they are lophoet, Fooeork is paralle! throughout.

Norse B. lLad SFDNo. l  Stee-svine,
Nors€ Bauad St€D No, l: Basically the ord "eo to the L,
one to the Rli patt.h, 6ui with added r€st in prace. Tne

tootwork is as foDow.: Step L to fie L, llace R beside it;
repeat, step R to rhe R, place L beeide it $en (in placel raite
and lower lody by going up ald dosn on toes.

An understanding ot the 3/4 time Pord (Svedish: Porskai
rype lhythh so coftmon to the northern Sca.dinawian lands,
vilt asei3t in ilbrpretation. The ct is es8en!:a1ly:

' l th.€e) -One - . - .  -  th lee
Proja.r .d on l } )e l i -sr  L inF of  rhp verBF, ihe rreo-rusic
relaiionEhip is thus:

3/ z \ t  r  z 3/  |
SpeL' mam han Had- d€ €i Eini
L c l r  -  cr l .  luPr {d.*nl

These balt.d eteps snould be danc€d vith a reraxed '3P!ingy
qual i ly ,  yei  rot  * i thout a cer ia in digni ty.  Thenoc6tr . is
er€ct, but not stiff, aDd should !€ ihe antith€3i3 of a

Gracelul but with v€rv€ atd ati6atio!.

Folk Darce Cam!, 1962
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PEB SPELMANN (PEHR THE FLDDLOR ) {CONT.)

PER SPELMANN
(OrigiEt Text) Norvegian F6Ik song

I. :/: Pe! lp.lmad 
'le 

hadd. 61 €inatle ku. :/:
:/: tiar Wde bort ku., r€kl f6la igj€n, :/:

Reflainr Du gode, gabl. IioIiD, du fiolin,

P-er .pclhatr hetr rpela, og r€Ia ho
s-a sutane dans. oe slenter. srel.

: Og on eg urir g"-"r 
""-: SE alori eg byte! bort f.la

PEHR THE FIDDLER
Flom th€ NorweB,a! ,P.r Sp.lmad"

r/: Penr t.iddl.r. Le had hut one cov to 1is Bme. :/:
:/: He barterGd hi3 cow, gor ti8 fiadt again, :/:

AefraiD: You good old, good old vi-o-lin, tou vi-o-li!,

Pehr Fiddl6r, h6 played ro the tiddl€, it sign€d. :/:
Th. ladd f6U t6 da$tnr, th€ las8e., they cried. :/:

tbe rtones oD the shole,
fiddl€ fot . cov anymore

the Elglish ty Coldor E. Traci€)

I' EllI
I - 4 AII datue Norse BaUad Step No. I f6Lr timea tlrougn,
I - 4 {r lurl 3t.p, 4 hea.].

L7-ZZ
n. 39!:is (gs@l)
Beg vith vi on L, all dan.. 6 6t !-3wing8 in pla.€.
Repeat.ntile ddc. 2 mote time3 rLroug}. .

Pr€senied bv: Cordotr E, Tracie

Fol! Datr€ CaE!, 1962


