SYRTAKL

SOURCE: This dance is danced mainly in the taverns with dances
such as the zeimbekiko, the tsifte-telli, and the karsilamas.
It is a combination of three —=7n forms of the hasapiko. That
is, the slow hasapiko, the medium tempo hasaposerviko, and the
very fast tempo hasapiko.

The dance, with the name nSyrtaki", seesms to he a new one in that
it is just now gaining popularity with the Greeks in Greece and
america. Actuelly, however, it is a commcn thing for the slouw

or heavy hasapiko to be followed by a fast hasspaserviko which
often accelerates to a VEery fast hempo at the end. The "Syrtaki",
then, is just a reiteration of a dance form which has become
stylized.

The "Syrtaki" has become very popular sipce the advent of the Film
n7orba the Greek" -- that is; in “typ las® tHrce vears or so. This
dance was learned by me while ranzing the slov Fas.:pikn and the
fast hasaposerviko in the Coeek =2aes 1F Fan Pronointo. A8 I

said, it is a typical thing for the nosicions to "weke things up"
after a slow hasapiko with a fast hesapiko. [ also observed this
dance while werking at the Greek cafes as a musician and while I
was in Greece in the summer of 1966. The style, as done 1in
America, was the same as the style in Greece.

Music: 2/4 time in a2 slow tempo which gradually accelerates until,
at the end of the dance, it is very fast.

FORMATION: A short line -~ three to five men. Usually, the
Jance is done by men only, but women do dance it sometimes, both
in America and Greece. The hands are on the shoulders -~ the
lgader is at the right end.

CHARACTERISTICS: The dance is basically improvisaticnal. That
is, there are more or less "basic" steps, but there is no set
pattern. The leader makes up his oun pattern as he deances.

0ften he creates his own new steps. Some steps ars cammon to

all dancers, but often individuals have their oun ngnecial" steps
and styles. The steps as dascribzd here, then, should not be
followed as a pattern, but should be danced accourding to the mood
of the leader. In ordar to create your own steps, however, you
must be familiar with the musical and dancing idioms. That is,
until one has "acquired a foel" for this type of dancing, it would,
be difficult to danmce with the correct styling and feeling as well
as to create within this idiom. In general, the steps are small
and the feet are never very high off the ground.
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SYRTAKI (CONTINUED)

I

Lunge FORWARD on LEFT foot

Bring RIGHT foot around to the FRONT (keeping it close
to the left leg)
Step RIGHT foot im FRONT of LEFT foot (not touching the

ground)
Bring RIGHT foot around to the BACK (keeping it close to

left leg)

STEP on RIGHT foot (it should be behind the left foot)
Bring LEFT foot around to the BACK & 9rHIND THE RIGHT Foot
STEP on LEFT foot (it should be bshind the rioht foot)
Brirmg the RIGHT foot SIDEWARDS to the RICGHT

STEP on RIGHT foot U
STEP on LEFT foot (moving diaconally laft & forward) ;ué
STEP on RIGHT foot (moving diagonally left & back) ¥
Bring the LEFT foot BACK across 1in front of RIGHT foot
Weight remains on RIGHF FOOT (left foot resting on side
of heel)

Pausse

Pause

Pause

§!

) REPEAT ;1

1

)

STEP on RIGHT foot (moving diagonally left and back )
Bring LEFT Foot around BEHIND the RIGHT foot

STEP on LEFT foot

Bring RIGHT foot around BEHIND the LEFT foot

S5TEP on RICHT foot

Slightly LIFT LEFT foot from ground.

II1
STEP on LEFT foot across to the RIGHT and in FRONT of
right foot
STEP on RIGHT foot SIDEWARDS to the RIGHT
STEP on LEFT foot ACRO3S to the RIGHT and in FRONT of
right foot
Bring RIGHT foot all the way RROUND to the FRONT & across
STEP on RIGHT foot ACROSS to the LEFT and in FRCNT of
laft foot
STEP on LEFT foot SIDEWARDS to the LEFT
STEP on RIGHT foot ACRUSS to the LEFT and 1in FRONT of
laft foot
PAUSE slightly lifting LEFT foot (which is close behind
right)
STEP on LEFT foot, slichtly raising right foot
Bring RIGHT foot AROUR. and BEHIND lesft foot.
STEP on RIGHT foot
Bring LEFT foot te RIGHT so that it is in front and across
as in end of I and II
Pause. Weight remzins on right foot (left foot resting
on side of hesel)
Pause
Pausse

Pausa (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)



(SYRTAKI (CONTINUED)

Counts 1V
1 and
2 and
3 and REPEAT ,I1I
4 and
5 and
6 STERP on RIGHT foot
and Bring LEFT foot around BEHIND the RICHT foot
7 STEP on LEFT foot
and Bring RIGHT foot arocund BEHIND the LEFT foot
B STEP on RIGHT foot
and 5lightly LIFT LEFT FOOT from greound
Y and VI
1 Lunge FORWARD on LEFT foot
and STEP FORWARD on RIGHT foot (directly bshind left foot)
2 STEP FORWARD on LEFT foot
and Pause
3 and g
4 and
S and )
7 and
B and
VII
1 Lunge FORWARD on LEFT foot
and STEP FORWARD on RIGHT foot (directly behind left foot)
2 STEP FORWARD on LEFT foot
and With weight on left foot, bring right foot to the left

leg so that foot crosses at tho ankle of left leg
3 Pauss

and Pause
4 Pause
and Bring RIGHT foot BACK
5 STEP on RIGHT foot
and Bring LEFT foot around BEHIND RIGHT foot
6 STEP on LEFT foot
and Bring RIGHT foot SIDELARDS right
T S5TEP an RIGHT foot
and Bring LEFT foot to the RIGHT
8 Weight on RIGHT foot. Touch left foot next to right
and Pause
TRANSITION
As above
8 Weight on RIGHT foot, touch left foot next to right
and Bring LEFT foot sidewards left
g S5TEP on LEFT foot
and Bring the RIGHT foot to the left
10 Weight on LEFT foot, touch right foot next to left

(CONTINUED ON MNEXT PAGE)
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SYRTAKI (CONTINUED)

VIII
STEP GIDEWARDS to the RIGHT on RIGHT foot
Bring LEFT foot BEHIND and to the right
STEP on LEFT foot (behind right Funt?
Bring RIGHT foot S5IDEWARDS to the RIGHT
STEP on RIGHT foot
Bring LEFT foot next to the rioht
Touch LEFT foot (weight remains on right)
Bring LEFT foot SIDEWARDS left
STEP on LEFT foot
Bring RIGHT foot next to the left
Touch RIGHT foot (weight remains on laft)
Pause

IX

STEp SIDEWARDS to the RIGHT on RIGHT foot

Bring LEFT foot BEHIND and to the right

STEP on LEFT foot (behind right Funt?

Bring RIGHT foot SIDEWARDS to the right

STEP on RIGHT foot

Pause

STEP FDRWARD on LEFT foot E
STEP FORWARD on RIGHT foot (right foot next to left)
STEP FORWARD on LEFT foot {
Pause

Thrust RIGHT foot forward

Pauss

P e
R

b
STED SIDEWARDS to the RIGHT on RIGHT foot
Bring LEFT foot ACROSS in FRONT and to right
STEP on LEFT foot (across in FRONT of right foot)
Bring RIGHT foot SIDEWARDS ta the RIGHT
STEP on RIGHT foot
HOP on RIGHT foot
Bring LEFT FOOT across in FRONT of right in a KICK
Bring LEFT foot SIDEWARDS to the left
STEP on LEFT foot
HOP on LEFT feot
Bring RIGHT foot ACROSS in FRONT of left in a KICK
Pause

At this point, the line breaks up into individuals

dancing their~ ouwn steps e wariations. Often, the
line will rennia Loyethe:z gor .ire che fast nasapiko,
but in genera' =50t person d=. > “epm the lins snd
dances., Gf%e t"e leader, oC° 777 % the others, will
dance and the ot.ers will st . ond waish aidd meybe

clap to encourage him. It is up to the individusls
how they will do this =-- each way is perfectly correct.
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ijw*; SYRTAKI (CONTINUED)
EL
ééﬁﬁg; SOLO VARIATIONS COWMON TO FAST PART OF "SYRTAK1®

Counts as de basgque to the right
1 Ennp SIOELARD to the ﬁigﬁT on RIGHT foot

and STEP on LEFT foot ACROSS in FRONT of right
2 STEP on RIGHT foot in place
and Pause
Pas_de halgu- to the left
1 Leap a e L on LEFT foot
and STEP on RIGCHT foot ACROSS in FRONT of left
2 STEP on LEFT foot in place
and Pause

During thess solo steps, the arms are held out at
shoulder height.

Skip Ste

and Weight on left Ffoot, HOP on LEFT foot bringing right foot
around behind the left foot

1 STEP on RIGHT foot

and HOP on RIGHT fcot bringing left foot around behind the
right foot

2 STEH nn LEFT foct
Skip Stsep Forwrrd

and Weict. "Eﬂ Is 't ¢pot, HOP on LEFT foot moving forward

1 STEP FO{IMARD »i RIGHT foot

and HOP on AIGHT Toot

2 STEP FORUARD an LEFT foot

and HOP on LKFT foot

3 STEP FORUARD on RIGHT Toot

and HOP on R™GHT foot

4 STEP FORW LD on LEFT foot

and HOP on LOFT, keeping right foot next to left
Skip Step Forackwerd _

and HOP on l%ri"?ﬁh?*fl moving backward

1 STEP BAUk on RIGHT foot

and HOP on RiCHf {'cot

2 STEP BACKY on LEFT foot

and HOP on LIFT Yoot

3 Step BAK cn RIGHT foot

and HOP on A.CHT foot

4 Step BAMK rn LEFT Foot

and HOP en it7T furt, keeping right foot next to left
Step Kicl to :ght or Left

I CT W T T —

1 STEF RIUHT

and HOP on nICHT fouot swing LEFT leg in front of right

2 STEP LEFT

and HOP on LEFT foot swing RIGHT leg in front of left
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SYRTAKI (CONTINUED)

SOLO VARIATIONS COMNMON TO FAST PART OF "SYRTAKI" (CONTINUED)

Counts Squat Steps
and 1 LEAP into a S/IUATTING POSITION - knees should bs closa

together
and 2 Still squatting, LEAP to the LEFT
and 3 Still squatting, LEAP to the RIGHT

"ot cetera”

Squat staps
1 LEAP into a SNUATTING POSITION
and RISE on RIGHT foot
2 KICK LEFT foot FORWADD
and 3 SLUAT on BOTH feet
and RISE on LEFT foot
4 KICK RIGHT foot FORWARD

and "at cetera”

JOIZT  PAPPAS
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