1971 SAN DIEGCO STATE COLLEGE FOLE DANCE CONFERENCE
Presented by Athan Karras

SYRTAKTI
{Seer-tah-~ki)

SOURCE : "Syrtaki" iz the name given to the combination of warious
hassapika dances, both in style and the variation of
tempo as well. Syrtaki meaning "little syrto" is the name
given after the popularization of the dance used in the
motion picture "ZORBA". The hasspika dances of Northern
Greece, known as the butcher's dance, became wvery popular
because of the ritualistic elements, contained within the
dance, and the idea of a kind of personal "dialogue' bhetween
dancers in movement. The seaports of the Agean captured
this, and in time we have several forms of this hassapiko
evolving, yet keeping the name HASSAPIKO,which dates back
to the days of Byzantium, and slaughtering the swine in
Constantinople. Today this version is of particular
interest to people of all walks of life, and still is
ingpiring perhaps the same ritual from man to man.

RECORD: Soul Dances of the Greeks — Hit Parade Trio Bel Canto

FORMATION: Lines with shoulder hold.

2/4 L TR CTT e ) PATTERN
Measure — EESURE—I-Basic Slow Hassapiko Step
1-2¢ Side steps to R with R, slowly bring L to R
3-4 Repeat with opp ftwk.
GeT
1 -2 Feet together, drop on to ctr with L, leaning body fwd

{ct 1); slowly bring R ft as if to brush through swing-
it fwd as body recovers and straightens (ct 2), swing
R leg making a semi-circle in air and crossing directly
; F g T e
behind L,‘f y el 4
3 Raise L and quickly cross it behind R, and hold {ctl-2)
4 Step R to R (big step],dﬂgg; L in front of R {(very close
together)raise R and step in place, lifting L and only
touching heel on floor, in front of R (cts 1&2&)
Repeat first pattern three times.

s in front of R, continue with L three little

2 Sameg a% above only bringing R in front of L and moving
1ob/ (LR)LR,LR)

FIG\UBE/III

1-2 REP%?QxFIG II, except only two steps to R, and two to L
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Syrtaki-Continued

FIGUEE

1-2 Cr ver four single steps starting with R and
endi gether.
FIG W

1-2 {Four unts) open toes, open heels, close toes, close
hegls.
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Basic Hassaposerviko Step Tempo changes
FIGURE A
Step R to R (et 1), step L to R crossing behind (et 2)

E_I

2 Step R to R (ct 1); bring L te R,no wt (ct 2).

3 Step L to L (ct 1);step R to L, no wt (ct 2).
FIGURE B _

ik Repeat FIG,Ameas 1

2 Repeat FIG A, meas 2, except raise L ft up to ankle hgt.

3 Step fwd to ctr with L (et 1); swing R leg in air through(2)

4 Bring R ft crossing behind L and step on it (ct 1); bring
L behind R crossing and step on it (ct 2).

5 Step to side to R with R (¢t 1); step L together R ok 2)

& Repeat FIG A, meas 3, ct 2.
FIGURE C

1-4 Repeat FIGURE B, meas 1-4

5 Do three syncopated steps twd ctr,LRL, swing R leg
through.

& Repeat above, meas 5

Repeat FIGURE A of Hassaposerviko

BASIC FAST HASSAPIKO TEMPO CHANGES

1 Step R to R (et 1) step L to R cross in front (ct 2}

2 Step R to R (ct 1); swing L in front of R (ct 2].

3 Step L with L (ct 1); wwing R leg in front of L (ct 2)

Repeat five times
BASIC ST.OW HASSAPIKO STEF REPEAT AS FIGURE I, THEEE TIMES
FIGURE B GRAPEVINE OR "ZORBA" STEP
As L is free, step L across R, step R to R
Step L behind R, step R to R
Step L in front of R and hold
Repeat meas 1-3 in opp direction and opp ftwk
Repeat meas 1-3 with L to begin
Cross four little steps R,L.R. and L together.
Open R toe, open L heel, close R toe, close L heel
Hassaposerviko - Repeat twice FIG A of Hassaposerviko

Repeat twice FIG B " "

Repeat
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DeleteFIs II, IIT, IV & V and insert the following:

Moas . As L is in front of R, begin sty epping with 1
iﬁg g,I.ut yL
- Swing R iﬂ front of I and mova 10D {RL.2L.Rj

bl B

Meas l-Z2-Repeat FIG 1I, excent dance only creses ovarg to I
= 4

e gl ok : SR S : FRED T sl swny ok o 55 F «- e o 8 b
Z=lFe8s orey g;,; &) and end with ciene L to &

Hoas T 1-2-Open toes, open hesls, close heels, close toes (cta L.,
FIG C, meas 0: Delete *Repsat above, meas 5% and replaze with "Step R
behind L, step I behind, a*,r R te R, close L,step L to L ¢ :

B beziming of santence "movi
—};}r)} g s 3 slﬂvgg,;.mai E‘si.w £ iﬁ‘fi’-’w) P

Basic Fast Hassapike
Hagic Slow Hﬁsﬁaﬁ‘i
}i}mil 12"1‘

! the f@léaa n%g m&ﬁs lémi s¥yith wt on L and R hsel on iuﬂﬁ -
4 H tos to side, Trort . side s Cront ;ﬂ*s }ma3

S

L paragraph on the pase should bte dalﬁ,@u 3ﬁ# raplaced with:

: “z\;g‘ﬂ ,
Repsal 5 times basic step of fast hassapiko
8 bahind L, step L behind R, Pax de Bas to R then L, 10 times

e5s 1 & 2 “i f?m&%%é wathe
2 Pk #33 .

zJete the following .3
g with *Firsi tine b the dw4@9 do ? *memg
233 35 Delete entire sentence and replace with ”Eé%y
L off grourd (cte 1.2)4,
%z Daists antire a@nzﬂnﬁe and replace with * Step to L
: i*# syncopated steps (1AL) aﬂd lmﬂﬁﬁiaiﬁlj swing
I iats 1.4, Eg&,ﬁﬁ w =
2: Delete 1st word *four® and rarkaﬂ@ with ¥thraef, 456
? sentence "and take wi®, e

@

4‘“ﬁu?h@ut the dance and use *e*ﬂ*

4 with ® cta l.% and 5.C% 3
: HST?GM@ —
ZAM» step & Lo R, step L.ete ¥
ﬁeé% Le an: ?s§¢;wﬁ uitn; #Total 7 times" =
Delete "fton® and replacs with ﬁfrﬁmﬁﬂ‘ ; s
am of Plgurs delete "Repeat TIG II,.0
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FIG 11 a t6.x] of & times for bet

times,” ond o
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