1979 SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY FOLKE DANCE CONFERENCE
Presented by Ada & Jas Dziewanowski

Wiwat z Tosadowa

Pronunciation: VEE-vaht spoh-sah-DOH-vgh

Record: Zu-46729 YTafice ludowe z Polski - Volume 2" (Folk Dances
from Poland}, slde B, band 6, avallable from Ada Dzlewanowska.

There are several dances from Wielkopolska, 1n the western part
of Poland, called wiwat, Wiwat is a poloniged Latin word vivat whilch
means "hall," or "long live." iany Latin words have been Incorporated
into the Pollsh language from the Mlddle Ages, when Latin, because of
the Church, was almost an internatlional lanpguapge. The fact that a
Latin word has been used to name these dances proves thelr anclent
origin., The muslc for the wilwats 13 wrltten either in 2/4 and 2/8
time or in 3/4 and 3/8 time. The dances usually include a walklny or
slow ruaning step and often a pivot, They tradltionally are the flrst
dance at a weddlng reception in Wielkopoleks. The tune 1a often
chosen by the best man, or someone else from the weddlng party, who
leads the orchestra into the song by singlng the firast astanza in front
of them. Usually some younger and bolder couples will encourage the
others by starting the dance. Sometimes partnere dance with the man
holding a bottle of whdka [ VOOT-kah] and the woman -waving a handkerchief,
At times men do 1t alone, but 1t then acquires a more show-off character
and would more likely be done durlng a hrS?k in the general danclng.
The wlwat presented here, written in 2/4 time, comes from Posadowo,
hence 1t 1s called "z Posadowa," This village ls situated south of
Poznafi in a reglion whose old name was Blskuplzna [ bee-skoo-PEEZ-nah],
X which means property of the bishop. Since the beglnning of the XIII
century this province was the property of the Poznafh blehop, who had
nls summer residence in Krobla, Wlwat z Posadowa 1s typlecal of the

wlwata.

Formatlon:
ple around the circle in soclal dance pos, M's back to ctr, arms

of tie jolned hands (M-L, W-R) extended at shldr level, M's hand on
top and outslde of W'a; ptrs turn 45° twd LOD. Beg each Fig M-L, W-R
It.

PATTERN

Mel, MYeasures

INTRODUCT ION
1-2 Mo action.

I. MOVE IN LOD
A 1=8 Wlth knees slightly bent move
smoothly and quickly in LOD
with 16 steps,

(cont.)

Dzieriacki costume: the unmarried
girl's lace and fulls bonnet.
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(Wiwat z Posadowa - p. 2)

Mel, Measures

B 1=-8

-4 1-B

B 1-8

II. SPIN IN FLACE

M: continue holding W's R hand and place her palm on your
L hip, ptrs fully facing each other, ¥'s back to LOD.

With 16 smooth steps dance 4 full CW turns in place, end
M facing RLOD. (Note: In Wielkopolska [ vyehl-koh-POHL-
akahg this pivot Is called “okroczak" [oh-KROH-chahk] -
to step around somebody.)

III. MOVE IN RLOD
In shldr/shldr poe (arme rounded, M supports W's arms) wlth
16 smooth steps dance in RLOD, M moving fwd, W bkwd,

IV. SPIN IN PLACE
Repeat action of meas 1-8 (Fig II).

Assume the nri§ pos and repeat the whole dance 2 more times
(3 times in all),

Embroidery on tulle,

Dance lntroduced in May 1978, at the Buffslo Gap International Folk
Dance Camp in Capon Bridge, W.Va, by Ada and Jaf Dzlewanowskl, who
learned it in Poznafi from Jacek Marek, a teacher of Polish dance in
Poland and a noted speclallst of Wlelkopolska dances. Do not repro=
duce these directiona without the Dzlewanowskis' permission;
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