DEBKA
(Eurdisk Communities)

I leamed this dance Som Katherine St John, an international folk dancer who is a specizlist in
Middle Eastern dance and culture. She said this dance 1s done throughour the Fapdish
communites m the various Middle Eastem countries where Kurds reside — Irsn Irag, Turkey,
Syriz and elsewbers. mcluding some European counmies and the United Stares. Whole Lines are
typically sezresated mn the Middle East, men and women are more Ikely to dance tozether in
Euwrope and the US.

Pronunciaton: DEHB-kzh

Formation: Open arcle. Hands are joined, with upper anus touching or nearly rouching,
a=rms benr at the elbow, and lower arms linked.

Meas 24 meter Pamern
Introducton  Dancers starts at will, as they join the line.

1 Facing center, rock fwd on L slightly in front of R (¢t 1); bend the L knee shizhely (cz2).
2 Facingz center, rock bkwd on R slightly to R (ct 1); bounce m place on R (e 2).

These foot movemsnts are accompanied by a slightly undulation of the body Fom hups
shoulders, bendings shighrly forward in meas 1 and becoming erect on meas 2. Shoulders nse and

fall shightly with the staps.

This introductory secton is done whle the dancers gather and join the Lne on the lefrend Ar
the leader's siznal the dance begins.

Take one prepartory step in place on L on meas 2, ¢t 2 so that the R foot is £2e 1o begin the
dance. Leader faces CCW, bringing kis/her L hand mto the small of the back whole contnuing
to bold the band of the dancer next in line. R amm is straight and beld dizsonally forward and
down.

—

Facingz snd moving CCW, step fwd on R (ct 1); bend R knee shightly while bending the L
knee and bringing the L heel up and behind (ct 2).
Repear meas 1 with opposite foorwork, continuing to move CCW.

meas 1
Face center and place the L foot fiwd withourt weight (ct 1); and bold (cr 2). Arms are
broushr i Jonr of the body. parallel or nearly-parallel to the sround.
Step o= L i place (ct 1); kick the R fivd while bouncing on L in place (cz 2).
Bounce on L in place (¢t 1) while swinging the R across in front of L (touckms toe to
ground or near to ground): kick the R fivd while bouncing on L in place (cr 2).
Repearmeas §.
Repearmeas §. L arm bends and mcks to small of back to begin dance.
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