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1963 SANTA BARBARA FOLK DANCE CONFERENCE

- T Fresented by Dolores Mariano
KURATSA ( CURACHA)
(Visoyan)
ll!lfﬁ"'-l"-
SOURCE: This is n very popular dance in the Visayan Islands. It is aloo

found in the Ilocos and Bicol regionsa.

There are many kinds of Curacha dances, the number of steps and
figures of which are unlimited. The dancers make and select
their own dance steps 80 that everything depends on the cbility,
inelination, and mood of the dancers st the time of the per-
formance., Ixpert dancers perform eteps vhich are complicated
and which call for great dexterity and agility on their part.
Usually the boy's steps are harder than the girl's.

Toe danee degcribed below was found in Leyte and the steps hove
been selected from a large number found in this province. It is
8 very lively dance.

COSTUME:: Te girl wears o "patodyong” and the boy, "barong tegalog” and
white or colored pants.

MUSIC: The music 1s divided into three parts: A, B, and €. Count one,
two, three Lo a measure, Iy =
J Music: Record: Mico MX Th-B
FORMATION: Fortpners stand opposite each other about six or eight feet ppart.
: When facing the ouwdience, the girl atands at partper's right aide.
Ordinarily, only one pelr dances thia, but any number of palra

may take part.
INTROTUCTION
MUSIC INTRODUCTION

Partners join inside hands, Cree hands henglng loosely at the aidea.
Starting with the R foot, take three steps forward (cts 1,2,3). Put the feot
together and bow to partner or audience ?ct L esanasnossnananspaasnaaanssbs L ets

Dancers separste obout six feet opart. Tre last two counts of the
music are not pleyed until the pertners are in thelr proper places (:ts 2,3}, ..,

2 cts
I

MUSIC A B

(a) Starting with the R foot, take four steps forward to be side by side

(I, to L shoulder) ot center {(cts 1,2,3,1), transfer welight to R foot in rear

fet 2), transfer weight to L foot in fropt (ct 3). Hands hang ot the sides and

gwing noturelly in time with the music or girl holds shird, boy's hands on

waist while deding the four steps forweard on cte 1,2,%,1. R grm in fifth posi-

tion and L hand on wolst when transferring weight on ets 2, 3. .00 vacvaaannes 7M.
(b) Slarting with the R foot, four steps backward to proper places.

Hande as in (a) (L eta), two-step turn right in place, girl holding skirt,

boy's hands on walst (2 e48). ... cvnirrinerrnncrarrascrnonornrarrasannnnrnns 2 M.
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KURATSA (CURACHA) (CONT'D.) Page -2-
{¢) Repest (r), this time pertners stard by each other's R shoulder

Bt BHE CBEBEE. o v ss s s s onnsseinnsanns nmessmessassssssnsersssebsssninsnnnnnas 2 M.
(d) Storting with the R foot, four EtEpEl forward to pa.ﬂ.ner a place

(4 ets), two-step turn right about to face.partner (2 etg).....civvirninnns 2 M

{e]l Repeat a1l (&-4), finishing in proper places, facing eech other.. 2 M.
II
HUSIC B

{o) Sway balence with o relse, F and L. Afms in fourth position, R and

L arm bigh or arms bent forward at shoulder level, cpening ond closing with

P foreorm turn. s s rsonsnasnssnansnnanssnannnnsneeasis FesssrssssRsanannnannn W M.
(L) Three fost waltz turne right to partner's place (one waltz step

for every turn). JArms in laterel position with forecrm turns. Finlash Tacing

partner. Pass each other by L shoulders......cccvuceess sesesssasesnsczsacca 3 M
(¢} BRepeat (o) ond (b), finishing in proper PlaceB....cevcrvsrrcaanss T M
{d} Bepeot all I:n.—n.‘:} ,,,,,,, e 14 M.
IiT
MUSIC C

Feee left--boy fooes oudience, glrl, nway from the sudience. Stoarting
poaition--R foot in fifth position in fromi.

{a) With the R foot leoding, take seven mincing steps moving sideward
right toward partner's plece (take six mincing steps for the first three counts
and ocne ocnly on the fourth eount). R are in fifth pesition, L hand on walst
{k cts). Turn right about on the ball of the R foot (2 v.':tu$ ..... Wb 2 K.

(k) with the L foot leading, repeat (a) going to partner's place.

Reverse arm positions (& cts), turn left sbout on the ball cf the L foot
{Eﬂtﬂ]‘ ...... b4 B S E BE E RS N E NN S ARG N NGRS ERE R RS RREEEE $ 44 EEEEF HEEEEFAEEGEESES E'Hﬂ

{c]) Repent {(B).uceeveveisass NN B P E R WS N E R R R R B E 2 M,

{d) Cross-turn right. Bend 'I:he trunk and knees siightly while turning
and straighten them at the close of the turn. "Salok” the L Lend across the
body while turning, R hand on waist or in fifth posiilon. Finish facing

T T o .- < 2 M.
{e) Fepeat all (a-d), finili-hing in pmpur places facing partner...... 8 M.
v
MUSIC B
{n) Repeat figure IT {B).sivresrscsssananransssasiiansnnsaasssansanas L M.

(b) Starting with the F frot, two waltz steps forward to form cne line
at the center facing the aud.im:mt:, the girl standipg in fropt of the part-

per (2 M). Pause {1 1 | 7 3 M
(c) Four waltz at.e-pa sidevard R and L alternately, u.:'m., in lateral
position moving eidewerd right and left aliernately......... sasrssssassss=s U4 M
(d) Three fast waltz turns right to partner's place. Arms as in
PG XL {B)esnunnnaersunrsnrsrrearnsnnsmassnasaaassbonssaunnanuasinnsanns 1 M.
(e) Repeat 311 {a :1}, finishing in proper places........ . L1 M.
i‘ufﬁ’ﬁw
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KURATSA (CURACHA) (coNT'D).  Pege g3- .
‘r '
MUSIC ©

Face left as in figure III.

(e) Minecing steps moving to sideward right . The B foot steps formrd
&nd backward alternately, while the L foot moves little by little to sideverd
right. Pertpers meet at the center in a bask-ta-back pasition at the epd of the

Tourth meseure. K arm in fifth end L bent forward at shoulder level ...... L M
(b) With partners in beck-to-back position close to esch other, ecaontimse
doing the same step, turning clockvise in place. Arms es in (a) . ........... L M

Partners face each other.

(e) Contirue the minecing steps moving clockwise. Reverse the position
of the erms every two MEAGUres OF EVETY MEBBUTE......cco onmsnnnnannnes cee B M

(d) Weltz turn right to proper places. Arms ae in figure IT (b)......2 M

VI
MUSIC B.
(a) Swsy balance with a hop R and L. Amms in fourth position, R and
L arm high alternately ... coaeeereannnnnsnns N L 4 M
{b) Two waltz steps forward to meet partrer at center. Arme in lateral
position moving sldeweard right and left (2 K). Peuse (1 M)........ varsareasd M

(e} R arm bent forvmrd at shoulder level, L arm in fifth positisn. Point
E foot sideward (ets. 1,2), poist R in front (et. 3). Point R sidewerd (sts. 1,
2]y point R close to L in Tirst and bend body Jerkily toward the pointing foot and

ot the seme time lowering the R elbow close to the waist (et. 3) ..vovuvne. .2 M
Ed; o e ST 1 " 1
2) Starting with the R foot, two waltz steps forwaird to partnerts

place. Arms a8 in (B).veivervrnnnnnsinnrannsnns i e i e R SRR 2 M

( ﬂ]:f:l Waltz turn right ebout. Finish facing partner. Arms és in figure
II b AR EEEE R N R R ] 4@ BB B E EEEE EE S EEEEEEEEEEEEE TN E A EEE 1. :11

(g) FRepeat all {u.::l"] ; ﬂni;];i.;,é:‘i.;.p‘mper Places ..veeensnns I T 1L M
VIiI
MUSIC B. Flay faster and once only.
{a) Sterting with the R foot, tws waltz steps forvard to meet at center.
Arma in lateral positiso, ooving sidewvard right and left...ve.reronnennnanns 2M

(b} With the girl lesding, partners weltz to any direction as if the bay
is chaping the girl. The girl turnas around to face partner snce in & while, ther

contlnees to move in any desired direction. Arms a2 in (0)...... .00 0a MO M
{c) Partners join inside hands, girl standing st the right {1 M) bow to

each other or to sudience {1 M)....ovvuierinrnnncnans B b A R A = 2K

RECORD: Mico, TMOCL (Philippine Folk Dences, Wol. 1) Side 2, band L.



