Thie dance was taught to us by & very old Assyrian whose name
we have forgotten. He told us that thls was his village's
favorite dance, which they called HALAY. He was very insistent
that this 1s the 'authentlic' HALAY, and that everyone else's
HALAY should be suspect. This dance 1s pot done to & 'HALAY'
tempo, but rather to a 2/4 'BAE' tempo. We are referring to
this dance ag MAMEE, rather than HALAY, to avoid confusion.
HAMEH is the closest Asgyrian music we can find that corres-
ponds to the original music he used,

Source: Assyriar community of Worcester, Mass.

Muslc: assyrian Folk Dances (Folkraft LF 4) Side A-band
#3 "MANER", or any good 2/4 'BAR' musie,

Style: fineeag flexed, crouched slightly forward. wWwe do not

kniow Af this is the proper style for the dance,
or elmply the style of the man who taught us

Formation: Cpen ¢lrele in “"hurdish hold® (Dancers very close
with flngers interlocked and arms bent at elbows,
g0 that the forearms are at a right angle to the
body, polnting forward).

Meas. Ct. |Jovements

1 1,2 Small hop on R, strike left heel forward on floor
on hop's 'downbeat'(ct 1). Repeat (ot 2).
2 3,4 Step on L beside E (et 3). Stamp/step forward
heavily onto R (ct &).
3 5,6 ?hepﬁ?&ck onto L behind R {ct 5). Step E to right
et .

note...line progresses slightly to right.
{ﬁ 1978 by Gary Lind-3inanian, Folk Arts Cenfter of New England, Inco.



