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SICILIAN TARANTELLA
{Italian}

Legend tells that.the Tarantella with its wild-turng was dpne to
relieve the maddening pain of the tarantula's sting. Encyclopedia
Britannica states more corrvectly that this danee derives its name
from the Itelian eity of Taranto in Apulia.

There are mmercus versions of the Tarantella. The cne listed
below is as done by a majority of Federation groups. Using Mary
Hirman's version as basis, Barbara Hirschfield began to teach the
dance to the Berkeley Folk Dancers. When she was called awvay, the
remainder of the arrangement was completed by Constance Moncharsh.
The stepas were arranged in order to fit the specific record.

Fecords: Victor Record V-1T54 Bicilian Tarantella
Victor Recoxd V-12462%4 Fischiettando
Plenc: Himman, Mary: Oymeastic and Folk Dascing, Vel. IV.

To be danced in groups of four. Carry tambourines. W--women M--men

M W
M W

#5tep-hop #Chagse (slide) #Heel und Toe
*Hop *#3kip #Buzz Turn
Change Step
Change Step: ob R foot at the same time kicking L foot
straight forvard (c. 1); quickly change feet kicking R foot
forvard (ot 2) and so on. Strike tambourine directly in fronat
once for each count.

Music in 6/8 or 2/b time. Count two beats to A measure.
#Degcription for step to be found in Imtroducticn.

Museic

Pattern Check List

A, Meas.
1-4

Intrmoduction Introdustion

ftand, hands straight up, shaking tambourine

. Step-hop-sving and change step I. Step=hop=swing and

changs atep
Step R, swing L foot forward and across and

hop on R :
q.bf_.“éﬂ I'_.-f.--l'-""ﬁfrl Ll
Repeat, stepping L



Sicilian Tarantella (cont'd)

T2

Music Pattern ) Check List
I. Step-hop-swing snd change step (cont'd)
T8 Four change steps starting R

Eﬁe‘t

. Meag.

1-2

3=k

53-8

Hﬂt

Repeat step-hop-swing and change
seguence twice more.

II.Hopping to side II.Hopping to side

With weizht on L ft, 1lift R knea high
to the side (keeping R ft close to L
knee), keep it up and hop b times to-
ward R. R hand on hip, tambourine in
L overh=ad.

Stamp on R, turn right & counts, using
buzz atep. L hand on hip. R hand stretched
low to R holds tambourine.

Repeat hops and turn to L

Repeat whole sequence to R, then L.

€. Meas. III.Square III.Square
[
All face out. Both hands overhead. 1M W
1=2 Blide R four slides to next person's M W
place. =
3-h Stop at new cormer to do b change

5-8

ngent.

steps, starting on R foot.

Repeat all until each person has returned
to original place.

Meag. IV.Skip Across IV.5kip Across
Partners face, both arms raised. M=W
1-2 Skip four to partner's place, passing -
R shoulders. MW
-
3-4 Stop to do four change steps in place q‘_:n
5.6 Bkip backward passing R shoulders to =N
criginal piaces. -
T=B

E?nt

Do four change steps. G—M‘.'{FF; f

Repeat whole gequence



Sicilian Terantella (cont'd)

Pattern Check List

Masic
E Meas. V., Matching fingers " Y. Matching finers
Man kneels on L knee facing partaer.
lady stands. Both have L hands on
hips.
1 Both slap R knee ()ct. 1), then raise
{et. 2
2l t 3 times, raising different
numbers of fingers each time.
) Lady starts K, skips 8 skips around
many . returning to place
at Repeat whole sequence
18
F. Meaz. VI. Back to back VI. Back to bock
Men rise., Partoers stand back to
back with R shoulders touching,
arms overhead
1 Tap L toe across R, return L foct to place
2 Tap R across L, return R to place
3-4 Turn R with four short buzz steps,
remeining back to back.
5-8 Repeat three more times in all--to end
in own place.
at
Y
B. Meas. VII.Heel and toe VII. Heel and toe

1-h

Repent
1-8

Facing audience, all progress to R.
Hopping on L foot, moving.td R, touch R
heel (ct. 1), toe {ct. 2) alternately
on floor. Contimue for B éts. L hand
holds tambourine, R on hip.

Stamp R and turn R with 8 buzz steps. L

hand on hips, R stretched to side with
tambourine.

Repeat whole sequence to L.



Sicilisn Tarantella (cont'd)

Music Pattern Check List
C. Meag.VIII.Face partners - Heel and toe VIII. Face partners heel and
toa
Partners face
1 Hop on R foot, extending L
heel sideward (ct. 1) Tap L toe
(turned toward other foot) in same
spot (et. 2) Tembourine in L hand.
2 Repeat above step hopping L, extending
F heel and tos. Tambourine changed to
R hand.
3.4 Partners stand with R hips together, R
bands arcund pertner's walst, L hand ralsed
high:. Hop four on R foot turning with
partner in place.
5-8 Repeat measures 1-U starting with haop
on L, and turning with four hops on L
foot.
Repeat Hepeat whole saguence.
1-8
D. Music IX.Sgquare IX. Square
1-8
1.8 Repeat square as in Figure III.
E. Meas. X. Diegonal cross X. Dlegonal cross
1-2 Lady 1 and man 2 skip four to I-IJ' Hl
exchange places passing R shoulders. /
Hande high overhead. M we
Simaltanecusly Lady 2 and Man 1 do
four change gteps in place Hl.qﬂ HE
3k Lady 2 and Man 1 exchange plapés. - & “‘Hﬂ
lady 1 and Man 2 do change step in place
5.6 lady 1 and Man 2 skip four backward steps "’EV/”E
to oun places. Hl/ffH.l
Lady 2 and Man 1 do change steps in place.
7=t Iady 2 and Man 1 skip beckvard to original HE o
places.
lady 1 and Men 2 do change steps i\
M ol
Repeat Bepeat whole sequence .
1-8 G\pﬁw .a



5icilian Tarantella (cont'd)

T4

Mugic

Pattern

_ Check List

(7. Mees. NI. Ster

1-b
5B

E:gmt.

H. Meas. {II.

Fore star with R hands to center,
tambourine raised in L hand.
Hop eight on R foot moving forward.

Break star, stamp L &énd turn L awey
fram square with 8 buzz steps, R hand
on hip and tambourine stretched out in
L.

Bepeat starting with L hand star and
turning to R.

1-B

J.Mras . XIIL.
1-8

Step-hop-swing and change step

Repeat atep-hop-swing and four change
gteps (Bee I) twice starting to K.

Turn and poae KIII.

R hand overhead, step to R and

buzz 15 counts ending in pose with
man's B hand arcund lady's waist and
ledy's L hand on her hip; both outalde
hends with tasbourines raised,

XI, Star

Step-hop-swing and
change step

Turn and pose




