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T O  K Y O  D O  N  T A K U
|apan

Madeiynne Greene introduced this Bon Dance at the I96I university of the pacif ic
Folk Dance Camp. It  was learned in Honolulu. There the ]apanese communitycelebrates the Feast of the Dead with week-end dance testivais on the sweptground in front of-their temples " The musicians play on a raiseci stand in thecenter of the circl ing dancers . The stand is decoraied with banners, buntingand prayer scrol ls. A huge drum stands beside the bandstand and is performed uponoccasionally by gyrating experts. The dancers wear cotton kimonos iyut<ata)-. tul iand go-aheads; the men dance more vigorously than the women, and bind theirforeheads with the l i t t le cotton tov.rels gi.ren by each temple to those who dancethere.

MUSIC:

FORMATION:

STEPS AND
STYLING:

Star  B4I4 -  Dance begins wi th  vocai .
Folk Dancer MH 2050 - B measure introduction.

Singie circle of incl ividual dancers facing CCW.

v/aIk .*  Because the k imono is  t ight  and rest r ic t ing,  the s teps aresmal l ,  and done s l ight ty  p igeon- toec l .  Knees are . lose togeiher  andslightly bent ai al l  t imes. Hands are graceful and f lowing-. Fingersare kept together with straight thumb tucked under index f inger. 
"

*  Descr ibed in  vo lumes of  Foik  Dances f rorn Near  and Far ,  publ ishedby Folk Dance Federation of cal i fornia , Inc. ,  I  s0 poweil si.  ,San Francisco,  Cat i f  .

N4USIC 4/4 PATTERN

Measures

I - 8
I

2

INTRODUCTION: No act ion"
S tep  fwd  i n  LOD on  R  (c t s  I ,  Z ) ;  con t i nue  i n  LOD w i th  L  ( c t s "  3_4 ) .Clap hands in  f ront  o f  chest  on each step.
Step fwd R,  wi th  R knee bent ,  back s t ra ight ,  leave L f t . in  p lacebehind ' (c t  r ) ;  hands are separated wi th  a-sweeping mot ion down-ward and out  to  s ic ies,  pa lms down.  s tep uaik  on L,  resumingerect posture, clap hands in front of chest (ct 2) . Step R next io L,c lap hands in  f ront  o f  chest  (c t  3) ;  ho ld (  c t  4)  .
step fwd L, move arms down and from front to back on L side asthough paddl ing a boat ,  pa lms bwd (c ts  1,2) ;  s tep fwd R,  movingboth hands from front to back on R side lcts 

'S 
, ai .

step fwd L, bring L hand in front of L ear, palm facing back, R armextended sti f f ly fwd from shoulder, hand upright, pal* facing fwd{ct f);  step fwd R, reversing handwork (ct 21, , l"p fwd L, reversinghandwork (ct S; , hold (ct 4) .
step fwd on R, toes pointed to outside of circle and face to outsideof circle, bend knees deeply, arms rounded, f ingers touching belowknees,  pa lms up (c ts  1,2) ;  as body resumes'" r " " i  posture draw L f tup next to R ankle as arms swoop outward and up above head wheref ingers again meet ,  pa lms uF (c ts  3,4) .  Arms a ie matc lng a , , t ree. , ,



Repeat  act ion of  meas 5 to  L s ide.
NOTE: In order to maintain balance it  may be necessary to keep

trai l ing ft  on f loor on cts 3-4 of" above meas 5 and 6, but
with practice the dancer should stand on the support ing
ft oniy "

Turn I /2  to  3/4 R wi th  a f la t - footed 3-step turn - -  R,L,R
(c ts  I  , 2 ,3 ) ,  ho ld  ( c t  a ) .  Tu rn  may  be  as  fa r  a round  as  comfo r t -
ab le.  R arm is  bent  a t  e lbow,  palm of  hand fac ing back at
head ievel, L hand below R elbow as though keeping kimono
sleeve from swinging.
Turn to L, reversing ft worl< and arm posit ion, to f inish facing
L O D .
Repeat  dance f rom beginninq.


